
 
TO:   DC Zoning Commission Members 
FROM:   Barbara Gilbert, 355 I Street SW #619, Washington, DC 20024 

  (m) 202 213 8862     (e) gilbertbarbara70 at gmail dot com 
RE:     DC Zoning Commission Case No. 22-RT1 
DATE:    September 21, 2022 
 
Dear DC Zoning Commission Members, 
 
My name is Barbara Gilbert and I am a seven-year resident of Ward 6, Southwest DC.  I am 
submitting written comments for DC Zoning Commission Case No. 22-RT1 regarding the 
proposed racial equity analysis tool located on its website.  Unfortunately, the Zoning 
Commissions’ proposed Racial Equity Tool is wholly inadequate for evaluating proposed actions 
through a racial equity lens as part of the Zoning Commissions’ Comprehensive plan consistency 
analysis.   
 
While this proposal is called a “tool” by the Commission, the contents are merely suggested 
guidance and completely lacking any metrics to evaluate proposed actions.  Without metrics 
that reference existing and historic data, these guidelines cannot achieve the body’s stated goal 
of “…analyzing zoning actions through a racial equity lens.”  Additionally, while the “tool” 
references only general topics for analysis, it also notes the Commission can set and use self-
defined goals for its evaluation criteria.  However, goals have already been clearly set by the 
Comprehensive Plan in the “Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2021.”  Among these 
previously stated goals, are the following, found under “Land Use”: 
 

LU-2.1 A District of Neighborhoods 
“Conserving, creating, and maintaining inclusive neighborhoods, while allowing new 
growth that fosters equity, including racial equity, and accessibility. 300.2” 
 
“…land use policies and actions must be viewed through a racial equity lens to provide 
equitable development that provides adequate access to these services and 
opportunities within neighborhoods of color and low-income communities. 310.1 

 
Recommendations 
With the goals already existing, the purpose of a tool is HOW to measure proposals, not WHAT 
to measure.  To serve as a true instrument the Commission can use to evaluate proposals and 
its ability to achieve these existing goals stated in the Comprehensive Plan, the following 
elements must be included and measured: 
 

• Identify past and current systemic racial inequities with publicly available data 
disaggregated by race;  

• Use past and current systemic racial inequities identified in the data above as the 
baseline for evaluation of future and forward-looking effects;  
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